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ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

I want to welcome all of you to Alexandria, Louisiana for the 194" Annual Grand Communication
of the Grand Lodge of the Great State of Louisiana F& AM. Tknow that each of you will have a nice
time and come away from here with more knowledge and information than you had upon your
arrival.

1 want to especially welcome each of our honored guests, from far or near, visiting our Grand
Lodge Session and thank you for the honor of your presence. If there is anything that you need or
require please feel free to contact me or the housing director. It is our sincere desire that your stay
here be as pleasant as possible.

First, I want to publicly thank and acknowledge the help of several brethren who volunteered
their time for me, and away from their families, while traveling with me to the various Lodges
around the state, as well as, other places. I do believe, however, that there was a responsibility
displayed here for the motoring public and their safety. So they decided to drive me. Jimmie H.
Leger, Richard B. Smith, John C. Butterick and Arnold Chisholm who sent in his stead, Brother Tom
Kussman, because Brother Arnold was planning for his 100® birthday party at the time and did not
have enough spare time between meetings.

There are others, to be sure, and one of the pitfalls of thanking individuals is that one will
surely leave someone out. I certainly do not mean to do that and wish to thank everyone who was
involved in making my tenure in the Grand Master’s Chair a little easier.

Next, I want to express my undying gratitude to the offices of Grand Secretary, M: W: T. J.
Pitman, Jr. PGM, (That is Pitman with one “T”), Grand Treasurer, R: W: Ray McLaurin, their
Ladies Colleen and Gerry, along with the able staff of the Grand Lodge Office for the help, aid and
assistance given me during the past year. Without your help and guidance the year of 2004 would
have been an absolute and complete fiasco!

As you all know, in addition to the Grand Master, who hails from Boone’s Corner, Secretary
and Treasurer, who hail from Alexandria, LA., there are three elected line officers, the Grand Junior
Warden, R: W: Bruce “Bubba” Easterly, his Lady Mary Jane, from Benton, LA., the Grand Senior
Warden, R: W: Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, 111, his Lady Nancy, from Metairie, LA., the Deputy Grand
Master, R: W: Harold Ballard and his Lady Marian, from Baton Rouge, LA. These gentlemen and
brothers, along with their Ladies, were a great help to me in the management of the Grand Lodge.

I believe very strongly in sharing the responsibility, glory and the load of any endeavor, therefore,
I have allotted one third of the responsibility to each of the four brothers afore mentioned.

1 reserve the position of watchman for myself. 1 thank each of you for your assistance, the
lengthy miles traveled and the long hours of overtime you put in this past year. To your better half,
Sisters Marian, Nancy and Mary Jane, I will see what I can do toward getting your pay doubled.

However, the credit for the successes of your lesser half, I claim for myself. Their time is yet to
come.

To the Appointed Line along with their Spouse:

Brother Wallace Primeaux, who hails from Cameron, LA., served as Grand Chaplain with
Brother Jack Tanner, who now hails from Lake Arthur, LA., as Associate Grand Chaplain. Both
gentlemen are ordained ministers by the Southern Baptist Convention and have served unselfishly
for many years. Brother Wallace is still preaching every Sunday at Ester, LA. Brother Tanner is bed
ridden and, as we all require, is sincerely requesting your prayers.
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W: Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., who hails form Jena, LA., served as Grand Marshal and in addition,
took leave of his law practice for the year to keep me out of trouble and out of the Masonic dog
house. In fact, some of the calls received by his office were initiated with the question: “Is this the
Grand Lodge Office”? Whereupon his receptionist responded, I don’t know, but I think so. Brother
Lioyd, I will request that the Grand Treasurer average your annual revenue from all of your previous
practice of Grand Lodge Law and pay you that, plus 25%, for being such a great guy!

W: L E. “Jeff” Webb who hails from Florien, or Negreet, LA., served as Grand Senior Deacon,
and was very supportive of this annual foray into the unknown and came out alive. Jeff was at every
event, complete with tie, when he was able to take time away from his lively hood of working for
Sister Anita. Thank you mam, for letting Jeff come out and play. He is a most able financial advisor
and all around great guy!

W: Robert L. Schaff who hails from Bayou Vista, LA, served as the Grand Junior Deacon. I
consider the sacrifice made by Brother Schaff, to be almost above and beyond the call of duty. He
attended functions of the Grand Lodge even when LSU was playing at home! (And M:W:Brother
Charles H. Penn, III, was trying to drag the R: W: Junior Warden off). I am proud to call Robert
“Brother” and friend. He was my review board of one, on many matters, that could have wound up
as disasters had he not been available for and agreeable to review.

W: Jimmie Houston Leger who hails from Lake Charles, LA., served as Grand Sword Bearer.
During the past year, Brother Leger, acquired a nick name. I heard some one calling him by this
name and wondered what they were talking about. It was explained to me that this was the driver for
“Miss Daisy” in the movie Driving Miss Daisy. So, I wonder, is it him with the nick name of Hoak,
or is it me with the nick name of Miss Daisy? After the Mississippi Degree of Muckety-Muck, [ am
not sure.

W: Guy A. Jenkins hails from Greenwell Springs, LA., served as Grand Pursuivant. Anything
that I am unable to pronounce, I sure don’t know what the function is. Brother Jenkins is a credit to
our Fraternity in any capacity. He is a true gentleman and as such, a conveyor of tidings from our
craft to the general public. Where we lack in “what” we do, Brother Jenkins displays, double, to the
general public “who” we are. Be proud of him Brethren, for he is truly whe we should all be.

W: James E. Steen, hails from Abbeville, LA., and served as Grand Standard Bearer. Brother
Steen, has had the good fortune, or maybe, misfortune of serving from the same area where a
prominent PGM lives. He has done a good job of bearing the Standard, either on his own, or by
direction from (and under the watchful eyes) of others. So I must ponder the question: “Did he do
it on his own, or by direction?”

W: William E. Wallace, hailing from Sulphur, LA., Grand Tyler who now stands without the
door with his trusty long knife and performs his duty with diligence. When Grand Lodge was not in
session, Brother Wallace traveled around the country with his Lady Sue. In so doing, he was an
ambassador of good will from our Fraternity and appendant bodies. For example, while attending
the Texas Grand Lodge Session in December, many of the Texas Brethren asked about Brother
William Wallace. This is evidence of the influence he has had on our out of state brothers.

R: W: Malcolm A. Ballard hails from Zachary, LA., is the Grand Photographer. Brother Ballard is
a retired policeman and, as such, has carried a weapon. The one he now carries has shot a zillion
people and none of them fell. When he removed the lenses cap some of the images even transferred
to photo paper. He was one of the first of the Brethren that I met when I became associated with the
Grand Lodge. (That was as Grand Tyler under M: W: D. Walter Jessen in 1979). My first impression
was that this guy with the camera runs this show. He was ordering the various officers around and
placing them in line outside for the grand entrance march and once inside he told them how to line
up to be shot. My fears subsided when I noticed that the lenses cap was still on the camera.
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W: John C. Butterick, hails from Lake Charles, LA., and is the associate Grand Photographer.
Brother Butterick prepared himself for the job by placing and then removing the lenses cap from the
picture taking device. In so doing, he discovered that an image could be made once the cap was off.

Next, he discovered, the machine, he was using, did not open to thread film in the rollers. It
was sometime later when he discovered it did not require film. Then, after much pleading from
those who had been shot, he found out that the image could be obtained by inserting a computer
chip, which he found in the machine, into a reading device. From here, a reproduction of that which
was shot could be transferred to paper. This is a lot easier than sending the roll of film to the drug
store to get back a package of pictures.

W: Dr. Eric C. Hahn, PhD., hails from Harvey, LA., and is the Grand Organist. Dr. Hahn is
also involved in Lodge work as well as being the chief musician. His dedication to making good
men better and spreading the good word of Masonry in deeds as well as music are to be commended.
His presence here has made a difference in an otherwise drab atmosphere.

M: W: 1. C. Turnley, Jr., M.D. hails from Jena, LA., where he interrupts Brother Lloyd’s
practice of law, as well as, Brother Lloyd’s interruption of Dr. Turnley’s practice of medicine.

Brother I.C., as he is generally known, has served the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, F.&A .M.
faithfully as its Grand Physician and is to be commended for his service. His pay, as it is known in
the law trade, is “pro bono”. This is when you find out what your service is really worth in terms of
dollars and cents. This means that it will be a long time before you can afford a “pony car” or as they
call them in Italy — a red Ferrari. However, I saw a wild mustang that might substitute. It is yours as
soon as the rancher can catch him. Ihave already made arrangements with the Grand Treasurer for
the “pro bono” money, but you will have to break the mustang if you can get a saddle on him. I
consider it a privilege to know you and an honor to have been associated with you in the same Grand
Lodge Year. You have made life a lot easier for all of us and do sincerely thank you for your service.

To the various committees, members and chairmen, I thank you for the hours and effort you
have put into the works of each. This year has been better and harmoniously perfect because of your
service.

1 give special thanks to each Lodge, Masters, Wardens and Brethren visited for the kind, courteous
and generous reception. Your hospitality was superior in every way. I have only one regret — that is,
I was unable to visit every Lodge in the state. I admonish you to continue the good works. Get the
membership involved in community activities, charity and service. Make Masonry known in your
town. Know what Masonry stands for and when asked: “What do Masons do?” Be in position to
tell them what you and your Lodge do for the good of humanity. Not about the meeting, dues,
dinner or old Joe’s wife’s nail polish.

For M:W: Joseph H. Baker, Jr., PG.M., and those who helped in setting up this building and
accommodations for the different functions, I am indebted to you for this service and commend you
on the smooth flow of events.

To my wife, Madeleine, thank you for your forbearance and understanding for the many trips I
have made in the line of duty and for your consent to the many expenses incurred during my service
to Masonry in the State.
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Lastly, I want to recognize the service of the people who are the real nuts and bolts of
running a Grand Lodge in any state: As your name and district is called, please rise.

R:W: Harris E. Durham 1st District

: Robert E. Bazzell
R:W: Byron Ruple ........... 2nd District ... : Billy D. Ray
R:W: Joseph C. Gaido ...... 3rd District ... : Clarence E. Collins
R:W: Gregory L. Wrenn 4th District... : Ralph H. Owens.

R:W: Donald L. Brazzell ................. 5th District : Clifford D. Whitehead

R:W: U. S. “Bill” Bacle .......cccu...... 6th District : C. H. Jordan, Jr.

R:W: James A. Knight 7th District... : Alton C. Reeves

R:W: Donald R. Bush 8th District : Jerry W. Deters

R:W: Thomas M. Hinton ................. 9th District : P. Rudy Bordelon
R:W: Michael E. Suchanek ............. 10th District.... . Archie E. Hickman, Jr.
R:W: James H. Turner........c.ccocevnene 11th District ... . Lillard E. Payne

R:W: Charles A. Songe 12th District... : James J. Premeaux
R:W: Wm. “Bill” J. Mollere 13th District : Albert Farris .

R:W: Thomas I. Blackmon............... 14th District : David B. Way.

R:W: George R. Rabb, Jr. ....... 15th District... : Bloomfield W. Baber
R:W: Arthur E. Bollinger ................ 16th District : Henry F. Thibodaux, Jr.
R:W: Warren A. Hintz, Jr. ............... 17th District . John E. Beaumont, III.

R:W: George J. Lupo ........... 18th District...
R:W: Philip R. Woods 19th District

: Armando “Skip” J. Perez, Jr.
: Jerry W. Everhart, Sr.

STATE OF THE ORDER

So far as goals and objectives are concerned, there were many. The main one was to right this
derailed locomotive and get it back on track. This has been started and, so far, there is a bright glow
in the otherwise dark abyss. Lodges that once were dominant are now breathing, some are walking
and some are even running! Several were near death with only a very faint heartbeat remaining.

These are now holding meetings and putting on degrees. One Lodge down in South Louisiana
has put on so many degrees this year that they had to have help from two other Lodges. Why?
Community involvement of the membership. Showing the general public what Masonry is about.

There is no limit to the good you can do if you don’t care who gets the credit. That is, involvement
of the whole Lodge. All working together toward a common goal. Purpose. If you look like the
deer in the headlight when someone asks you, “what do Masons do?” Then you are devoid of
purpose. You must be able to answer the question with enthusiasm and excitement. We have
programs that have been tried in other places and have been successful.

One is the CHIP program, another is the Masonic Angels Program, another is the Reader
Program, on an on. All you have to do is start it and follow through. We are trying to get the CHIP
program off of the ground now. The Dyslexia program is up and running and doing well. These
require involvement of the Brethren and they require funds with which to operate.

Brethren, these programs do benefit humanity but the real benefit is involvement of the total
membership in the activity. When this starts, you will forget all of the petty problems that you think
are huge landslides that will destroy you. What will annihilate you is your lack of activity.
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NECROLOGY

‘We mourn the loss of the many friends and brethren who have been called home by the Great
Architect of the Universe since our last communication. We offer our heart felt condolence to their
families whose loss is much greater than ours. A Necrology service will be held Sunday to pay tribute
to those who have gone on to be with our Maker.

CONSOLIDATION OF LODGES

Four Rivers Lodge No. 369, located in Jonesville, LA., Catahoula Parish, consolidated with
Harrisonburg Lodge No. 110, Jan. 08, 2004,

Capital Lodge No. 399, Northeast Lodge No. 435, both consolidated with Baton Rouge Lodge
No. 372, located in Baton Rouge, LA., E. Baton Rouge Parish. The consolidated entitities then
changed the name from Baton Rouge Lodge to Trinity Union Lodge, retaining the issued No. 0f 372,
September 1, 2004.

John C. Ayers Lodge No. 437, located in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Consolidated with
Lake Charles Lodge No. 165, February 18, 2004.

M. E. Girard Lodge No. 450, located in Lafayette, LA., Lafayette Parish Consolidated with
Hope Lodge No. 145, March 16, 2004.

REMEDIAL ACTIONS
Suspended Robert E. Anderson, P.M., of Bayou Chicot Lodge No. 430, April 27, 2004.
EMPLOYED STAFF

I commend the Grand Lodge Staff, in its entirety, for the unselfish hours put in by them in doing
the work of the Fraternity. Their attention to the many requests of the Lodges and individuals are
too many to identify. Not only do they handle requests from the Louisiana Lodges, they have
requests from out of State Lodges and individuals wanting information on something that happened
many years ago. This requires research, use of precious time, resource, done with little gratitude
given and none expected.

CONCLUSION

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity you have afforded me to be of some service to the
Fraternity. I'believe that the work of the entire Masonic community will bear fruit in the immediate
future and we will profit by the effort expended in the pursuit of a greater good.

Fraternally yours,
Neil R. Crain
Grand Master 2004

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISTRIBUTION AND
ANALYSIS OF GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS

Your Committee on Distribution and Analysis of the Grand Master’s address has
reviewed the address, and has referred the various portions of the report to the appropriate
committees for their review. The committee commends Most Worshipful Brother Crain for his
leadership, and untiring effort to improve Masonry in Louisiana this year.

Fraternally submitted,
M:W: Roy McDuffie, P.GM., Chairman, M:W: T. Scott Strickland, P.GM.,
M:W: Roy B. Delaney, PGM., M:W: James M. Walley, P.GM.,
M:W: 1. C. Turnley, Jr., P.GM.
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CENTENNIAL PLAQUES
February 3, 2004 Oak Grove Lodge No. 284
February 3, 2004 Pine Grove Lodge No. 288
February 3, 2004 Rosepine Lodge No. 290
LODGE INSTITUTED
January 12, 2005 Lodge of the Nine Muses, U. D., Baton Rouge, LA.
PERMISSION GRANTED

February 05, 2004 Homer Lodge No. 152, & Athens Lodge No. 136, to have a Masonic
Charity Bass Tournament, in Spring of 2004.

April 12,2004 Brother Harold H. Young of Westlake Lodge No. 443, permission is
granted to you to solicit the Tenth Masonic District Lodge and Affiliated
Bodies for donations to start the Second Dyslexia Class in the Lake
Charles area.

April 28, 2004 El Karubah Shrine Club to forward Circus Tickets for the 2004, Shrine
Circus to all Master Masons residing within the boundaries of the 1%,
27, 6% and 8™, Masonic Districts. The Circus will be held September
11%, and 12*, 2004. Permission is also granted for mailing labels.

April 28, 2004 Cenla Shrine Club to forward Circus Tickets for the 2004, Shrine
Circus to all Master Masons residing within the boundaries of the 4th,
8th, and 9th, Masonic District, Phoenix Lodge No. 38, in Natchitoches
and few select Lodges just outside of the boundaries of the above
mentioned Districts. The Circus will be held on September 4th, and 5th,
2004. Permission is also granted for mailing labels.

August 13, 2004 Habibi Shrine Temple, permission is granted to forward Circus Tickets
for your 2004 Shrine Circus to all Master Masons residing within the
boundaries of the 8%, 10", and 11% Masonic Districts. Circus will be
held October 16%, and 17%, 2004

DISPENSATIONS GRANTED

To Hold an Election to Fill Vacancies Due to Death or Resignation of Officers:

St. Helena Lodge No. 96, (Junior Warden); Broadmoor Lodge No. 432, {Senior Warden); Alpha-
Home Lodge No. 72, (Treasurer); Unity Lodge No. 267, (Senior Warden); Paul M. Schneidau Lodge
No. 391, (Junior Warden) Union Lodge No. 172, (Junior Warden); Lafourche Lodge No. 427, (Junior
Warden); Queensborough Lodge No. 418, (Worshipful Master); Dan Gilbert Lodge No. 405, Lodge
Officer for 2004, Anacoco Lodge No. 147, W. D. Fisher Lodge No. 480, (Secretary);

Southern Hill Lodge No. 464, (Senior Warden); Saints John Lodge No. 153, (Secretary); Athens
Lodge No. 136, (Secretary); Bunkie Lodge No. 326, (Worshipful Master); Independence Lodge No.
458, (Junior Warden); Mt. Gerizim Lodge No. 54, (Senior Warden); Fordoche Lodge No. 292, (Senior
Warden); DeQuincy Lodge No. 279, (Junior Warden); Hope Lodge No. 145, (Senior Warden); Bayou
Lacombe Lodge No. 459, (Treasurer);, Bernice Lodge No. 239, (Treasurer); Invincible Lodge No. 361,
( Senior Warden, Treasurer, & Secretary); Harmony Lodge No. 410, (Junior Warden); Justice Lodge
No. 449, Boaz Lodge No. 483, (Junior Warden); Vivian Lodge No. 314, (Treasurer); Queensborough
Lodge No. 418, (Secretary); Mooringsport Lodge No. 342, (Junior Warden); Jonesboro Lodge No.
280, (Senior Warden); W.M. Baker Lodge No. 388, (Junior Warden); Franklinton Lodge No. 101,
(Treasurer); Zwolle Lodge No. 302, (Secretary); Cedar Grove Lodge No. 403, (Treasurer); Denham
Springs Lodge No. 297, (Secretary); Sulphur Lodge No. 424, (Senior Warden); Robeline Lodge No.
344, (Junior Warden); Oliver Lodge No. 84, (Junior Warden); Bayou Fellowship Lodge No. 484,
(Secretary); Georgetown Lodge No 298, (Senior Warden); Center Lodge No. 244, (SeniorWarden),
Arthur M. Retif Lodge No. 473, (Senior Warden); New River Lodge No. 402, (Treasurer), Pitkin
Lodge No. 338, (Treasurer).

To Hold Election of Officers after December:
Hope Lodge No. 145, Keystone Lodge No. 213, Eros Lodge No. 295, Dalley Lodge No. 265,
Germania Lodge No. 46, (Senior Warden).







