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FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION
9:00 A.M.

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
February 10, 1986
OFFICIAL OPENING

The Grand Lodge was formally opened with the Grand Lodge Officers in
their stations. The opening prayer was given by W: Brother Elven E.
Ponder, Grand Chaplain. The Grand Lodge was called to refreshment.

Before the delegates, ladies and guests were invited into the auditorium
to witness the reception of dignitaries and the Necrology Service, Brother
Russ Delaune played a trumpet for call to order.

The United States flag, the Louisiana State flag, and the Masonic flag
were presented by the Baton Rouge Shrine Club of Jerusalem Temple, the
Baton Rouge Consistory, the Al-Azar Grotto, and the York Rite Bodies of
Baton Rouge. The salute to the flag and pledge of allegiance were given by
Jennifer Jones, Central Assembly, Order of Rainbow for Girls and Andrew
Cole, Central Chapter, Order of DeMolay for Boys. The National Anthem
was sung by Brother Mike Mooney and was played by Brother H. Barnes
Turner, Grand Organist.

The following Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge, State of Louisi-
ana, F. & A.M. were introduced by W: Brother Alton E. Franks, Jr., Grand
Marshal.

RECEPTION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

M:W: Robert F. Kennon (1936), D. Allen Long (1956), Eimer |. Gibson
(1957), L.V. Noles(1963), Howard M. Sigler(1964), A.J. Lewis(1967),Dr.T.
Scott Strickland (1969), N. Harris McClamroch, Jr. (1973), E.R. Minchew
(1977), D. Walter Jessen (1979), Robert L. Kieinpeter (1980), Dr. Calvin B.
Folds (1981), Thomas T. Elkins (1982), James H. King (1983), James M.
Walley (1984).

They were welcomed by the Grand Master, and given the Public grand
honors. M:W: Brother Robert L. Kleinpeter responded for the Past Grand
Masters and they were escorted to a seat in the East.

Following Past Grand Masters were absent:

M:W: Otto E. Passman (1945), Louis A. Legett (1955), Morris Shapiro
(1961), Dwight A. Dahmes (1962), Peter L. Bernard, Jr. (1966), David S.
Hartman (1968), Thomas B. Mcintosh, Jr. (1970), Grover Covington
(1971), Earl S. Dobbs (1974), Robert H. Crosby, Jr. (1976).

Letters were sent to them expressing regrets of the assemblage.
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RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

W: Alton E. Franks, Jr., Grand Marshal, introduced the following distin-
guished guests: J. B. Robinson, Past Grand Master and Marvin E.
Leachman, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Alabama; Roy Connor
Sheppard, Grand Master and Samuel M. Lewis, Jr., Grand Marshall, also
Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of the State of Florida near the
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, Grand Lodge of Florida; Dr. Hilmer Neuman,
Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Ohio; ArthurJ. Kurtz, Deputy Grand Master,
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania; Samuel D. Chandler, Grand Master, Grand
Lodge of Tennessee; Herbert Louis Laiche, Grand Representative of the
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, near the State of Washington.

Public Grand honors were given and the distinguished visitors were
invited to a seat in the East. Sam Chandler, Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Tennessee responded for the distinguished visitors.

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS OF
COLLATERAL AND STATE MASONIC BODIES

W: Alton E. Franks, Jr., Grand Marshal, introduced the following: D.
Walter Jessen, 33°, Sovereign Grand Inspector General, State of La,;
Charles L. Kelly, Ven. Master, Scottish Rite Bodies of Shreveport; M. L.
Cook, Ven. Master, Scottish Rite Bodies of Monroe; John P. Black, Ven.
Master, Scottish Rite Bodies of Baton Rouge; Larry W. Hinyup, Ven.
Master, Scottish Rite Bodies of New Orleans; Bertram R. Denham, Grand
High Priest, Grand Chapter, R.AM. in La.; J. Shubel Robbins, Grand
Master, Grand Council Cryptic Masons of La.; Charles B. Stewart, Grand
Commander, Grand Commandery, K.T. of La.; Ricardo Vita, Potenetate of
Jerusalem Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. Marvin O. Ramsey, Potentate, Barak
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S.; Herbert Kuhn, Monarch, Farhad Grotto,
M.O.V.P.E.R.;; Earl H. Cureington, Monarch, Mithra Grotto,
M.O.V.P.E.R.; Pat Womack, Monarch, Al-Azar Grotto, M.O.V.P.E.R;
Clifford Bingham, 1st Vice-President, High-Twelve International.

Public Grand Honors were given, and the brethren were invited to a seat
in the guest section of the Grand Hall.

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND THEIR ESCORTS

W: Alton E. Franks, Jr., Grand Marshall, introduced the following: Mrs.
Jean Jordan, Worthy Grand Mastron, Grand Chapter, O.E.S.; Bro. Wayne
Harrist, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Chapter, O.E.S.; Mrs. Parimer E.
Jordan, Grand Royal Matron, Order of the Amaranth; Sandy Kinard, Grand
Worthy Advisor, Order of Rainbow for Girls; Mrs. Mollie Russell, Queen,
Imanuel Temple No. 91, Daughters of the Nile.

A hearty welcome was given after which Mrs. Jean Jordan responded for
the distinguished ladies. They were then escorted to a seat in the visitors
section.
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

The Grand Representatives, who were present, answered the roll call.
The Grand Master welcomed them and M:W: Bro. D. Allen Long, P.G.M.,
responded. These brethren were given the public grand honors and were
advised to take their seats.

The Following Grand Representatives who registered

Alabama Junius B. Sharp Rayville
Alberta Edwin L. Waldron Simsboro
Argentina Eugene F. Love Winnfield
Arizona Jack W. Bridges Bossier City
Austria Max Henry Schneider Lake Charles
Bolivia S. Preston Eggers, Jr. Baton Rouge
BRAZIL
Amazonas & Gleam Hillary V. Woodward Zachary
Brazilia Jack Crouch Gretna
Ceara J.W. Kennedy, Jr. Winnfield
Goias Al G. Tidwell Slideli
Para Leonard Levy Alexandria
Paraiba Edward J. Yates Pearl River
Pernambuco Clifford C. Winn Natchitoches
Rio Grande Do Sul D.L. Aldridge Monroe
Santa Catarina George P. Vamvoras Lake Charles
Sao Paulo Charles L. Davis Coushatta
British Columbia Philip J. Pons New Orieans
Colorado Herman Leo Key Suiphur
COLUMBIA
Bogota Alfonso M. Meitin Chalmette
Nacional Barranquilla Marvin J. Hyatt Ruston

Connecticut

Ray W. Burgess

Baton Rouge

Costa Rica William E. Holloway Lake Charles
Delaware D. Walter Jessen Lake Charles
Denmark Elmer I. Gibson Harrisonburg
District of Columbia Thomas A. Wilson Shreveport
El Salvador N.J. Sebastian Monroe
England A.J. Lewis Bossier City
Finland Clarence H. Jordan Mansfield
Florida Lewis J. Faciane Abbeville
Greece Phillip Walker, Jr. Chalmette
Germany Eugene A. Wagner, Jr. New Orleans
_Holland Claude J. Bonnecarre Baton Rouge
Honduras Robert F. Kennon Baton Rouge
lllinois N.H. McClamroch, Jr. Shreveport
Ireland Delwin P. Laguens Metairie
Israel Donald H. Spurlock Baton Rouge
Kansas James H. King Shreveport
Kentucky Emile J. George Lake Charles
Kuxemburg Clayton J. Borne, 111 Metairie
Maine Julius W. Pooh Lake Charles
Maryland J.M. Holloway Maringouin
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Massachusetts
MEXICO
Benito Juarez
Campeche
Occidental Mexicana
Queretaro
Restauracion
Guadalupe Victoria
York Grand Lodge
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
New Brunswick
New Hampshire
New Jersey
North Carolina
North Dakota
Nova Scotia
Oklahoma
Oregon
Paraguay
Peru
Phillipine Islands
Puerto Rico
Quebec
Queensland
Rhode Island
Saskatchewan
South Carolina
South Dakota
Spain
Switzerland
Tennessee
Turkey
Utah
Venezuela
Vermont
Victoria
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Albert D. Riser, Sr.

Rafael Hernandez
Caton Langston
Robert H. Crosby, Jr.
F.P. Cobb, Jr.

Irl A. Ferguson

B.F. Reeves
Malcolm A. Ballard
R.D. Bayliss

Bryant Smith
James M. Walley
Thomas T. Elkins
Leroy D. Lykes
Allison P. Foster
Steve A. Alford, Jr.
David A. Walsdorf, Jr.
Ernest S. Smith
Hiram Knox Greer
Wm. B. Underwood
D. Allen Long
Lawrence W. Hinyup
A.J. Mura, Jr.
Clifford A. Bradley
E.R. Minchew

Ellis P. Rushing
Jimmie Houston Leger
Samuel A. Carleton
Robert A. Love
Howard M. Sigler

T. Scott Strickland
L.V. Noles

Larry J. Plaisance
Emile H. Dieth
Marvin O. Ramsey
Earl L. Little
George W. Koeneke
C. Lenton Sartain
William F. McMillian
Mode Choate
Vaughn G. Gilbert
Joseph A.D. Loftin
Herbert B. Waller

Shreveport

Chalmette
West Lake
New Orleans
West Monroe
New Orleans
Shreveport
Baton Rouge
Shreveport
Baton Rouge
Gretna
Natchioches
Broussard
Chalmette
Baton Rouge
Jefferson
New Orleans
Port Sulphur
Lake Charies
Opelousas
Metairie
New Orleans
De Ridder
Ruston

New Orleans
Lake Charles
New Orleans
Alexandria
Grant
Monroe
Ringgold
Gretna

New Orleans
Monroe

New Orleans
Metairie
Baton Rouge
Merryville
Simsboro
Mansfield

De Ridder
Farmerville
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Grand Representatives Absent:

Alaska
Arkansas
Belgique
BRAZIL
Bahia
Maranhao
Parana
Piau; Teresina
Rio de Janeiro
Canada
Chile
China
COLUMBIA
Occidental De Columbia
Serenisma Nacional Cartagena
Ecuador
G.L. Nationale France
Georgia
Guatemala
Iceland
Idaho
Indiana
Iran
Italy
Japan
Manitoba
MEXICO
Baja Calif.
Cosmos
El Potosi
Hidalgo
La Oriental Peninsular
Nuevo Leon
Oaxaca
Tamaulipas
Pacifico
Valle de Mexico
Nebraska
Nevada
New Mexico
New South Wales
New York
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Norway
Ohio
Prince Edward Island
South Africa
South Australia
Sweden
Tasmania
Texas
Washington
West Australia

A. Curtis L. Massingill, Jr.
Eugene Barham
Irvin C. Briel

Herman Robin
Cleve G. Heyl
C.L. Brewton, Sr.
Elton D. Slocum
Jack Griffon

Dan Mehn
Morris Shapiro
Glen Butler

Bowdre McDowell
J.H. Jordan

Milton A. Schiltz
Thomas C. Wicker, Jr.
John A. Whitney
Bernard I. Zoller, Jr.
Andrew M. Weir
Geralto (Joe) Vita
Earl H. Smith
Patrick Carson
Joseph J. Pisciotta
John Wall Felps
Thomas R. Phillips

John W. Boyet
Dwight A. Dahmes
Ricardo Tonagel

J.P. Hernandez
Winson Shoenberger
Thomas J. Pitman, Jr.
John T. Adams
Eduardo A. J. Guevera
Peter L. Bernard, Jr.
Collier Killingsworth
John F. Arnoid

M.L. Christensen
James C. Smith
Robert H. Smith
Latnie Brewton, Sr.
Eugene W. Poindexter
Shelton P. Hubbard
Jessee M. Knowles
David S. Hartman
Voris King

Calvin B. Folds

Floyd Callais

James H. Bryant
Charles H. Burgess
Ralph Shelton

l.ouis A. Legett
Ernest E. Reiser

Alaska
Oak Ridge
New Orleans

Chalmette
Coushatta
Shreveport
Lottie
Spearsville
New Orleans
Alexandria
New Orleans

New Orleans
Jonesboro
Oakdale
Metairie
Baton Rouge
New Orleans
Metairie
New Orleans
New Orleans
Chalmette
New Orleans
Baton Rouge
Shreveport

Heflin

Gretna
Harahan
New Orleans
New Orleans
Dallas, Tx.
Natchitoches
New Orleans
Metairie
Georgetown
Monroe

Lake Charles
Monroe
Bossier City
Winnfield
Shreveport
New Orleans
Lake Charles
Donaidsonville
Lake Charles
Monroe
Golden Meadow
Monroe
Oakdale
Mansfield
New Orleans
Lake Charles
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The Grand Master introduced special guests: Hobart Gregory, who
made all the new district signs. Helen Hamlett, who worked 4 years in
preparing for Grand Lodge Session. Rachel Kleinpeter, who helped Mrs.
Bourque, Mrs. Mary Russell, his Mother-in-law, his two sons, his daughter,
two granddaughters, and his wife, Melva.

NECROLOGY

M:W: Brother N. Harris McClamroch, Jr., P.G.M., conducted the
Necrology Service for our departed brethren. Brother Elven Ponder,
Grand Chaplain, gave the opening prayer, and the song “How Great Thou
Art” was sung by Brother Mike Mooney.

Brother McClamroch stated we remember the departed brethren and
those left behind. Dr. T. Scott Strickland, P.G.M., gave the eulogy for
Brother Woodrow A. Downs, Past Grand Master. Ared rose was presented
to Mrs. Downs by Brother Strickland. The eulogy for Brother Virgil Roby
Aubrey was given by Brother Durward Bayliss, Past Master. Brother
Bayliss placed a rose on the altar in memory of Brother Aubrey. The 19
D.D.G.M.s each presented a red rose on the altar in honor of the departed
brethren intheir respective districts. The song “He Touched Me” was sung
by Brother Mike Mooney. Taps were played by Brother Russ Delaune.

The following Necrology report was delivered by M:W: Brother N. Harris
McClamroch, Jr.:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful Sirs, Right Worshipful

and Worshipful Sirs, Very Distinguished guests, dear ladies, families,
friends, and my brethren:

Another masonic year has gone and a new one approches. The ordered
universe has made its appointed rounds and only change remains con-
stant. Itis the custom and desire of this Grand Lodge to set aside this time,
at the beginning and before proceeding with our work, to open this Grand
Lodge to its entire masonic Family, and to remember, honor, and memor-
ialize those dear brethren of ournumberwho have completed their labors,
laid aside the working tools, and entered into that House not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. They are many. They were infinitely pre-
cious to us. We would spare none of them, and we let them slip away from
ourimmediate presence with the greatest grief and reluctance. They were
a part of us and we a part of them, and all a part of the undissolvable whole.
They all shared with us and with masons everywhere the goodness and joy
of living, the nurture and care of the Everlasting Arms, the watchcare of the
AllSeeing Eye, and the love that NEVER lets us go, Whomto knowis to love
andtrust. The Great Light and the Acacia sprig assure us that man, made in
the likeness of God Himself, and of His Spirit is wonderfully and fearfully
made, to grow throughout eternity in the presence of the Almighty. Let us
then arise and give thanks unto Him Whose we are and Whom we serve for
His unbelievable Glory and his tender mercies.
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God of Grace and God of Glory, before the heavens were created or ever
the earth was brought forth, from everlasting unto everlasting Thou art
God! Thou has called us out of the darkness and chaos of nothingnessinto
Thy marvelous Light, and Holy is Thy name. Thou has created us for Thy
purpose and have crowned us with glory and honor, giving us life and light
and love. We worship Thee in spirit and truth for in Thee we live, and move,
and have our being. We humbly pray that our lives may be a constant
chorus of “How Great Thou Art”.

It has pleased Thee, O God, to give to us these blessed brothers for a
time, and it pleased thee to draw them unto Thyself for futher Glory and
use. May their memories and examples be to us a proof of morality and the
rightness of the good life, a beckoning beacon to masonic duty and
opportunity, and a denial of the base, the ugly, and the profance. Most of
all, our Father, we pray for Thy Divine Presence and mercy for those loved
ones whose pain is greatest. Give them understanding, patience, and
assurance. Awake in us who remain the desire to help where possible and
be as brothers unto them. Finally, our Father we pray thou would make
crooked paths straight and darkness light before us; create in us clean
hearts, andrenew a right spirit within us. Continue to bless all flesh with thy
peace and save us with Thy everlasting salvation, for we truly ask it in Thy
precious and overwhelming Name. Amen.

Dear Friends:

Freemasonry is universal...that is, not bound by or limited by national or
geographical boundaries, or by race, religion, party or creed. Masonry is
also universal in thatitis eternal, that is, not bound by or circumscribed by
time or change. Freemasonry is universal in that it is all truth, all beauty,
and all wisdom...from whatever source, time, or place. It is all education,
science harmony, balance, and synthesis. Freemasonry is drama, peotry,
song, exquisite joy and experiential excitement. Freemasonry is idealism,
purpose, and meaning, the reality of the spiritual unseen Freemasonry in
shortis LIGHT.....illumination, freedom, growth, and vision and friendship.
Freemasonry is faith, hope, and love. As we think on these truths we think
of the departed who shared them with us and we remember.

We mourn our brethren unashamedly. We much more celebrate their
lives, first lived among us for a season, but now in God’'s great majority.
Remembering their lives we celebrate our own lives and recognize life’s
purposes, and the lives of those who are to come. We remember and are
grateful.

1. We remember and honor the truly great among masons. We cannot
forget them. Their images are forged upon the adamantine of time.

2. We remember and honor masonry’s unsung heroes, those heroes of
self-effacement and those who merely stood and waited, apart from the
stage lights, without hope or expectation of fee or reward. Masonry makes




12
PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE

no distinctions among its members. We cannot and do not judge intrinsic
worth. All masons are equally precious in our sight. All have died in the
service of their country and of humanity. All have advanced the cause of
truth and justice. We remember and we honor them.
3. Weremember and honor the great mass of unknown masons who have
given us the order we love. We feel their real presence with us today. And
we remember.
4. We remember and honor the masons of other Grand Jurisdictions and
lands. As harmony and unity and cooperation binds us to them, so may all
the nations of the world come to be bound in peace and wholeness.
5. We remember and honor those non-masons of all ages and places who
nevertheless shared the light and truth we know. They are many. Among
this group, we include the 7 “Chalienger’ space heroes who gave their
lives for our betterment. We are grateful for them all and today we
remember.
6. Because we honor and miss our departed brethren this day we remem-
ber and honor the whole world that God has laid upon our hearts and
consciences. No mason lives in a vacuum, but we meet with all humanity
and share our world and lives with them. This day we acknowledge them
and prayerfully remember.
7. This day we remember that future, yet unborn generations are entitled
to our good stewardship of earth’s resources and our labors for all human-
ity. We need to remember and prepare. We remember today that earthly
time is short and much good remains to be done. We remember today the
shortness of time and the length of eternity.
8. And finally, we remember and honor the dear families of our departed
brethren of this Grand Lodge of LOUISIANA. We remember with over-
flowing hearts their humanity and their divinity, and the great times to-
gether. We especially and particularly remember Juel Downs, Ruby
Aubrey, and the other wives, children, parents, and relatives. Coming
years can only draw us closer. We individually memorialize two masons
today andin so doing we symbolically honor and memorialize all departed
masons. | personally cannot imagine how two men could have more
completely exemplified all that is good and great in masonry than our Most
Worshipful Past Grand Master Woodrow Downs and Worshipful Brother
Ruby Aubrey. In a world of ourstanding masons they stood out. If the
heavens seem brighter these days those of us who knew them best know
why. Theirwork stands asamonumenttime cannoterase. Most Worshipful
Past Grand Master Scott Strickland will memorialize Most Worshipful
Brother Woodrow Downs and Worshipful Brother Durward Bayliss will
memorialize Worshipful Brother Ruby Aubrey.

In the Great Light it is written: “The soul of David was knit to the soul of
Jonathan”--This is the foundation of Masonic brotherhood--and this is its
example forever--our fraternity is bound by ties never to be broken.
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“O joy that seekest me through pain

| cannot close my heart to Thee

| trace the rainbow through the rain

And feel the promise is not vain

That morn shall tearless be.”

So until then, my brethren, until then, fareweii.

IN MEMORIAM

WOODROW ALEXANDER DOWNS, P.G.M.
Born: May 6, 1918 Died: April 24, 1985

Woodrow Alexander Downs was born in Eros, Louisianaon May 6, 1918
the son of Warren A. and Ada M. Downs. He died April 24, 1985 in
Farmervilie.

Educated in the public schools of Jackson Parish, his leadership was
recognized early. He served as president of his senior class at Eros High
School and of his 4H and F.F.A. clubs.

He married Juel Laverne Meredith on May 24, 1941. They had two sons,
Robert Warren and Hollis Homer, and a daughter, Linda Jane Lynn, all of
whom are married and have produced eight grandchildren.

Brother Downs earlyin life dedicated himselfto service to his fellowman.
He earned a degree in Agriculture from 1..S.U. and entered the extension
service. When he retired in 1978 he was a District Agent supervising the
County Agents in six parishes. During these thirty-three years he was
given distinguished service recognition by the National County Agents
Association for his 4H Club and Forage Education Programs. His fellow
County Agents elected himtothe office of Secretary- Treasurer of both the
State and Southern Region County Agents Associations. He organized
the Watermelon Growers Association in Union Parish and helped the
Farmerville J.C.’s set up the first Watermelon Festival.

A member of the order of the Arrow, he was a registered Scouter for ten
years and was Scout Master of a Boy Scout Troop for five years.

Alife long Methodist, his ministry included singing in the choir for thirty-
five years, acting as Superintendent of Sunday School, teaching a Men’s
Bible Class, working with the Methodist Youth Fellowship, serving as Lay
Speaker, delegate to Annual Conference, Chairman of the Board of
Stewards, Church Treasurer, and President of Methodist Men.

He served his Lions Club as President, then Secretary-Treasurer. He
installed their officers for seventeen consecutive years.

Always a leading force in Union Parish, he was instrumental in organiz-
ing the Community Action Program, the Farmerville Industrial Board, and
the J.C.’s.




14
PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE

He served hiscountryinthe Armyforfouryears during World War l|, then
organized the first National Guard Unit in Union Parish and served as
Commanding Officer for several years. He also Commanded the local
American Legion Post and the Area Legion. In 1962, Brother Downs was
named Outstanding Citizen of Union Parish forthat year. On June 6, 1965
Governor John McKeithen and several National and State Representa-
tives joined with hundreds of friends and Brother Masons to hear Gov.
George Wallace, of Alabama, deliver an address on the occasion of
Woeodrow Downs Day in Union Parish.

He was initiated, passed, and raised in Eros Lodge No. 295 onh May 9,
May 16, and May 25, 1942 respectively. His father was Worshipful Master,
atthattime, his grandfather had been the Chapter Worshipful Master, and
he was to serve as Worshipful Master of that Lodge in 1959.

Iin the course of more than forty-two years of Masonic activity and ser-
vice, Brother Downs became a member of the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Bodies; ElI Karubah Shrine Temple; Monroe Council, Royal and Select
Masters; Monroe Commandery, Knights Templar; and Farmerville Chap-
ter, Order of the Eastern Star. He served Reeder Chapter No. 9, Royal Arch
Masans, as High Priest in 1961 and his district as District Deputy Grand
High Priest.

He helped organize and was a charter member of the Monroe Scottish
Rite Bodies and Barak Shrine Temple. In 1965 he was invested with the
Rank and Decoration of Knight Commander of the Court of Honor, and in
1975 was corcneted a Thirty-Third Degree, Honorary, by the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction.
He held a gold Certificate of Proficiency in Symbolic Masonry. Brother
Downs was Worshipful Master of Union Fraternal Lodge No. 53 in 1948,
and Third Masonic District Worshipful Master in 1949. He served this
Grand Lodge in many capacities: District Deputy Grand Master, District
Deputy Grand Lecturer, Member of the Credentiais Committee, and was
elected Grand Master in 1965, an office he filled with distinction. Hewas a
member of the board of Directors of the Masonic Home for Children for
twenty three years and in 1984 was elected chairman of that Board.

He was chairman of the Masonic Law and Jurisprudence Committee for
manyyears. In 1973 he was selected to chairthe Committee to re-write the
Handbook of Masonic Law, and as chairman of the Masonic Law and
Jurisprudence Committee, ensured that the Handbook was kept up to
date. Brother Downs has been described by some who knew him to be a
perfectionist, and he did indeed strive for perfection in his many
endeavors. _

He chose for his theme as Grand Master: “Faith of our Fathers, Holy
Faith! We will be true to Thee til death”. ,

Hewas trueto his God, His Country, hisfamily, his neighborand himself,
and to all his Brother Masons. He is sorely missed by those who knew and
loved him.
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VIRGIL ROBY AUBREY
Born: January 16, 1912 Died: November 4, 1985

As we pause this morning to pay tribute to our brethren who have laid
aside the working tools of life and have gained admission to the Celestial
Lodge above, we pay a special tribute to our friend and brother, Virgil Roby
Aubrey.

Brother Aubrey was one of three children out of the union of Harry and
Myrta Aubrey and came into this world on January 16, 1912, in Cotton
Valley, Louisiana. He was called home to glory on November 4, 1985, age
seventy-three years, nine months and nineteen days.

At a very young age, his family moved to Mississippi where he grew up
and was educated in the public school system, completing his formal
education at Soule Business College in New Orleans, Louisiana.

in 1931, Roby moved to Shreveport where he was employed by Roby
Motor Company, later becoming manager of the Chevrolet Dealer in
Springhill, Louisiana; returning to Shreveport to accept the position of
parts manager for Howard Crumley Chevrolet Company, which position he
held until his retirement in 1974.

On December 21, 1935, he was married to Ruby Bullard, a native of
Castor, L.ouisiana. After forty-nine years, ten months and fourteen days of
awonderful and happy marriage, he leaves to mourn his passing his lovely
wife, a brother, two daughters, Margaret Jane and Melanie Ruth, three
grandchildren, two great grandchildren and a host of friends.

Brother Aubrey, a strong believerin Christian doctrine and its teachings,
was member of the Noel Memorial United Methodist Church of
Shreveport.

He was active and supportive of civic affairs and was a member and past
president of the Optimist Breakfast Club, a position he served most ably
and with distinction.

Brother Aubrey was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason on
September 12,1952, in Joppa Lodge. He was elected Worshipful Master
in 1963, and at the time of his demise, was serving as Treasurer and a
member of the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Buiiding Company. From
1978 through 1981, he served as Master of Shreveport-Bossier City Relief
Lodge No. 2, conducting numerous graveside services, continuing to be
available to all Lodges throughout the district.

He received the Scottish Rite Degrees in Shreveport Consistory
October, 1952; was invested with the Rank and Decoration of Knight
Commander of the Court of Honour in 1965; and was coroneted Thirty-
third Degree Honorary Inspector General and Honorary member of the
Supreme Council in 1971, and was a member of the Royal Order of
Scotiand. Brother Aubrey was most active in the Scottish Rite, being
Degree Master of the Twenty-fifth Degree, working in the Fifth, Eighth,
Seventeenth, Twenty-seventh, Thirty-first and Thirty-second Degrees and







