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PROCEEDINGS.

FIRST DAY'S SESSION.

GRAND LODGE HALL, NEW ORLEANS,

MONDAY, February 10th, 1879.

The Sixty-Seventh Annual Grand Communication of the M.
W. Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana, F. and A. Masons,
commenced in the City of New Orleans, at the Grand Lodge
Hall, corner of St. Charles and Perdido streets, on Monday, 10th
of February, A. D. 1879, at 7 o'clock P. M.

The Grand Lodge was opened by M. W. Samuel James Powell,
Grand Master, on the Third Degree of Masonry, in AMPLE FOKM,

after prayer by Rev. Ludwig P. Heintz as Grand Chaplain.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

HAMUEL JAMES POWELL M. W. Grand Master.
EDWIN MARKS JR. W. Deputy Grand Master.
HENRY CLAY YOUNG R. W. Senior Grand Warden.
GEORGE HORACE BRAUGHN R. W. Junior Grand Warden.
ARTHUR WM. HYATT R. W. Grand Treasurer.
JAMES C. BATCHELOR, M. D R. W. Grand Secretary.
REV. LUDWIG P. HEINTZ as W. Grand Chaplain.
WILLIAM W. LEAKE as W. Senior Grand Deacon.
WILL A. STRONG W. Junior Grand Deacon.
GEORGE SOIILE W. Grand Marshal.
WTILLIAM M. EWELL as W. Grand Sivord Bearer.
HENRY HAMBURGER W. Grand Pursuivant.
CARLOS BENS as W. Grand Steward.
HILEL MARKS as W. Grand Steward.
JOHN W. MADDEN W. Grand Steward.
C. R. FAGOT as :.W- Grand Steward.
THOMAS CRIPPS W. Grand Organist.
CHARLES T. MARTIN Grand Tyler.
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PAST GRAND OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES.

P. G. MASTERS—S. M. Todd, A. J. Norwood, ,T. G. Fleming.
P. D. G. MASTERS—S. O. Scruggs, J. P. Hornor, Wm. Robson.
P. S. G. WARDENS—J. C. Gordy, W. E. Whitaker.
P. J. G. WARDENS—J. A. Stevenson, Julius Lisso.
REPRESENTATIVES OF—Alabama, Canada, Colorado, District of Co-

lumbia, Delaware, Eclectic Union, Indiana, Idaho, Kentucky, Mis-
souri, Michigan, North Carolina, New Jersey, New York, Nevada,
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Oregon, Three Globes, Royal York
of Friendship, Pennsylvania, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, South
Carolina, Saxony, Tennessee, Utah, West Virginia. Wisconsin,
Washington Territory.

CREDENTIALS.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed the following brethren a

Committee on Credentials, viz : W. Brothers David E Graham,

Mount Moriah Lodge No. 59; Richard Lambert, Mount Moriah

Lodge No. 59 and M. Aarons, Perfect Harmor.y Lodge No. 176,

who subsequently submitted the following report and resolution :

GRAND LODGE HALL, New Orleans, February 10, 1879.

To theM. W. the Ch-and Lodge of the State of Louisiana, F. and A. M.:

Your Committee on Credentials respectfully report the following list
of Lodges having made returns and paid dues, and under the By-Laws
entitled to representation, viz :

PERFECT UNION NO. 1—Louis Prados, W. M.; A. T. Tissot, S. W. ;

Theo. Guyol, J. W.
PERSEVERANCE NO. 4—M. A. Calongne, W. M.; Urbain Sahuqui,

S. W.; E. Salomon, J. W.
Los AMIGOS DEL ORDEN NO. 5—Carlos Bens, W. M.; Juan Astredo,

S. W. ; Pedro Cune, J. W.
SILENCIO No. 9—F. de P. Villasana, W. M.; Jose Alabau y Prats, 8.

W.; Ysidro Suarez, J. W., (A. V. Noguira proxy.)
FELICIANA NO. 31—J. G. Plettinger, W. M.; A. B. Briant, S. W. ;

Wm. H. Magearl, J. W., (W. W. Leake, proxy for all.J
FOYER MACONNIQUE NO. 44—B. Campiglio, W. M. ; IX Weil, S. WT.;

M. Vergnole, J. W.
GERMANIA NO. 46^Jac. Gugenheim, W. M. ; Chas. F. Buck, S. W. ;

C. Huner, J. W.
MINDEN No. 51—Thomas O. Benton, W. M.; R. C. Drew, S. W.; C.

M. Turner, J. W.
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FRANKLIN NO. 57—Murphy J. Foster, W. M. ; Homer H. Smith, S.
W. ; A. C. Allen, J. W., (James Toad, proxy for W. M.)

FRIENDS OV HARMONY NO. 58—John H. Clark, W. M.; P. P. Paul,
8. W.; Joseph Ross, J. W., (B. DaSilva, proxy for W. M.)

GEORGE WASHINGTON NO. 65—Owen Gernon, W. M.; D. W. C. Peck,
S. W. ; A. S. Cutler, J. W.

DUDLEY NO. 66—E. M. Tvens, W. M. ; Eugene Lalmant, S. W. ;
George Stroud, J. W.

MARION NO. 68—Henry Winslow, W. M.; J. L. Swan, S. W.; R. A.
Bayley, J. W., (H. P. Buckley, proxy for S. W.)

HIRAM NO. 70—M. D. Lagan, W. M. ; James Reid, S. W. ; Charles
McKenzie, J. W.

A IVPHA HOME NO. 72—James C. Batchelor, W. M. ; Thomas Kearns,
S. W. ; J. G. P. Sumner, J. W.

QUITMAN No. 76—John K. Collins, W. M. ; Andrew J. Armstrong, S.
W. ; William 8. Hansell, J. W.

ORLEANS NO. 78—P. Goldstein, W. M. ; Louis Kaiser, 8. W. ; 8. D.
Stafford, J. W.

THIBODEAUX BENEVOLENT NO. 90—Isaiah D. Moore, W. M. ;
Lehman Meyer, S. WT.; Richard Burton, J. W.

HERMITAGE NO. 98—Joseph D. Taylor, W. M.; Nicholas Gerstner, S.
W. ; William Weber, J. W.

FRANKLINTON NO. 101—J. M. Simmons, W. M.; J. R. Burch, S.
W.; J. P. Fussell, J. W., (J. R. Wood, proxy for S. W.)

LOUISIANA NO. 102—Victor Meyer, W. M. ; James Rainey, S. W. ;
John D. Scott, J. W.

CASTOR NO. 109—A. A. Lacy, W. M.; J. M. Anderson, S. W.; W.
C. Hinson, J. W., (A. Queant, proxy for W. M.)

HARRISONBURG NO. 110—James Forsyth, W. M. ; W. H. Holloman,
S. W.; S. L. Elani, J. W., (T. A. Routon, proxy for S. W.)

SHREVEPOBT NO. 115—John J. Scott, W. M.; J. A. Bergeman, S.
W. ; N. W. Murphy, J. W.

DELHI NO. 120—D. S. Travis, W. M.; Geo. W. C. Trezevant, 8. W.;
S. Blum, J. W.

LIBERTY NO. 123—W. H. Davis, W. M. ; W. G. Spilker, 8- W.; A.
P. Gibbs, J. W-, (Louis Leonhard, proxy for S- Wr.)

PLAINS NO. 135—E. L. Woodside, W. M.; T. J. McHugh, 8. W.;
(Howell Carter, proxy for W. M. and S. W. ;) Louie Wolf, J. W.,
(R. T. Young, proxy for J. W.)

HOUMA No. 139—J. B. Bisland, W. M. ; A. W. Connelly, 8. W-; J.
A. Hubbard, J W., (J. B. Dunn, proxy for S. W. and J. W.)

OCEAN NO. 144—William Erslew, W. M. ; William Kneale, 8. W. ; A.
8. Hebert, J. W.
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HOMEH No. 152—J. R. Ramsey, W. M-; W. F. Ayeock, S. W.; John
Young, J. W., (B. I). Hamson, proxy for all.)

LIVINGSTON NO. 160—Wm. Akers, W- M.; W. H. Holden, 8. W.;

Z. Tucker, J. W-

ATCHAFALAYA NO. 163— T. P. Hannanson, W. M- , W. H. Tompsoia,

8. W.; J. 8. W. Hannanson, J. W.

LAKJJ CHARLES NO. 165—George T. Benson, W. M., (GeorgeM. Wells,

proxy for W. M. ;j Jerry O'Brien, 8t W-; A. Rigmaidin, J. W. ;
(George H. Wells, proxy for J. W.)

MONTGOMERY NO. 168—H- V. McCain, W. M. ; E. M. Tilten, S. W. ;

T. T. Shumate, J. W-

OKUS NO. 170—Eugene Antoine, W. M.; Jos. A. Bailly, S. W.; V-

L. Favre, J. W-

KOSMOS No. 171—J. F. Falkenheimer, W. M.; Leopold Lehmann, 8.

W.; A Estein, J. W.

UNION NO. 172—Ernest Morel, W. M.; M. L. Costley, S. W.; John

Charles, J. W.

ORIENT NO. 173—Alfred 8haw, W. M. ; (Edward Heath, proxy for W.

M.;) Louis Lilienthal, 8. W. ; Zachary T. Black, J. W.

DANTE NO. 174—Pasquale Pozzi, W. M.; Guiseppe Borzone, S. W.;

Stefano Ratto, J. W.

PERFECT HARMONY NO. 176—Montague Aarons, W- M.; George Robb,

8. W-; George W- Booth, J. W-, (James Benton, proxy for J. W.)

OKPHANS' FKIEND NO. 185—8- C. Fleshman, W. M.; L. S. Havard,

S. W.; John J. Smith, J. W-

FLAT LICK NO. 187—Benjamin T. Moseley, W. M.; Lem. Z. Grigsby,

8. W-; James W. Reagan, J. W-

EvRKOKfflN No. 189—Jesse J. Toon, W- M.; A. B. Williams, S. W. ;

J. A- Hollingshead, J. W-, (Win. M. Ewell, proxy for all.)

CORINTHIAN No. 190—Wesley E. Lawrence, W- M. ; James R.

Howell, 8. W.; John Stumpf, Jr., J. W.

JBF^EKSON NO. 191—8. F. Parmelee, W- M.; W. G. Murtagh, S. W.;

J. A. Smith, J. W.

ABBEVILLE NO. 192—W D. White, W- M.; J. T, Labit, S. W-; H.

B. Lyons, J. W.

AUROEA No. 193—Joseph A. Breaux, W. M. ; Joseph P. Russell, S.
W., (David Levy, proxy for W- M. and S- W. ;) Charles Lehman,
J. W.

CORNER STONE NO. 204—U. M. Stone, W. M. ; W. C McDonald, 8.
W. ; W. M. Moffett, J. W., (J. W. Cockerham, proxy for all.)

DOKIC No. 205—William Drews, W. M. ; 8. W. Hamilton, 8. W. ; J.
W. Jolley, J. W.
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TYEIAN NO. 206—D. Leatherman, W. M.; Ben. Moore, S. W. ;
Seaborn Stribling, J. W.

BLAZING STAR NO. 212—James LouisLobdell, W. M.; Albert J.
Loudon, S. W-; David Devall, J. W.

KKY STONE NO. 213—Henry S. Doniphan, W. M.; Samuel C. Trahern,
S. W-, (W. H. Hutchings, proxy for W. M. and S. W.;) Gotlieb
Krause, J. W.

LAND MARK NO. 214—Wm. Mulhall, W. M. ; W. I. Sullivan, S. W. ;
.1. M. Alexander, J. W., (Win. Robson, proxy for all.)

SOLOMON NO. 221—W. A. Griffin, W. M.; Louis Abadie, S W.; C
H. Dozier, J. W., (George H. Pabst, proxy for all.)

PECAN GROVE No. 222—Henry Goodrich, W. M.; Ferdinand Bernd,
S. W-; G. G. Lynch, J. W., (Chris. Chaffe, Jr., proxy for all.)

BETHANY NO. 223—John O. Williams, W. M.; Isaiah Jones, S. W. ;
Thomas 0. Brown, J. W.

CENTENNIAL NO. 225—S. H. Mobberley, W. M. ; HartwigMoss, S. W.,
(A. S. Yamer, proxy for S. W.;.) John K. Greice, J. W.

CLEAR SPRING NO. 226—Thomas R. Vaughan, W. M.; John J.
Hearne, S. W-; F. L. Barnes, J. W.

All of which, with the following resolution, is respectfully sub-
mitted.

D. R. GRAHAM, )
RTCHARD LAMBERT, [ Committee.
M- AARONS, )

Heaolved, That all Lodges that have made returns and paid dues (to
date) be permitted representation.

The report and resolution were, on motion, adopted, when the
Committee submitted the following supplemental report, viz:
POLAR STAR NO. 1—Silvain Chanfrau, W. M. ; Jean Carran, S. W. ;

Joseph H. Negualona, J. W.
BT. JAMES NO. 47—F. M. Brooks, W. M. ; E. Jolly, S. W.; J. W.

Bates, J. W.
OLIVE NO. 52—J. B. Wall, W. M. ; T. S. Adams, S. W.; S. E.

Worms, J. W., (D. Stocking, proxy for all.)
MOUNT MORIAH NO. 59—A. W. Hyatt, W. M.; Richard Lambert,

S. W. ; R. H. Benners, J. W.
SABINE NO. 75—J, M. Franklin, W. M.; M. P. Hawkins, P. W. ;

Riley Stoker, J. W.
ST. JOSEPH NO. 79—D. P. January, W- M., (W. B. Murdock, proxy

for W. M.;) C C Cordill, S. W-; J. C Henderson, J. W.
MONTIOELLO No. 92—L. J. Land, W. M.; T. A. Jackson, S. W.; W.

A. Richardson, J. W.
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URIM NO. Ill—J. M. Brooks, W. M.; W. T. Brooks, S. W. ; W. G.
Dunn, J. W,

MILFOBD No. 117—Andrew B. Booth, W. M.; P. S. Harelson, S. W-;
W. W. Willmath, J. W., (John C- Gordy, proxy for all.)

PEARL BIVKK NO. 125—W. H. Adams, W. M., (J. E. Smith, proxy
for W. M.;) William Warren, 8. W. ; J. W. Ball, J. W7., (W. C.
Warren, proxy for S, W. and J. W.)

EASTERN STAR NO. 151—8. M. Brian, W. M.; J. P. Cook, S. W. ;
8. M. Smith, J. W.

SAINTS JOHN NO. 153—John G. Dyer, W. M. ; Julius A. Peterson, S.
W. ; John F. Follett, J. W.

MOBKASZA No. 159—Ovide Lejune, W. M.; James A. Morgan, S- W-;
A. J. Claiborne, J. W.

LINN WOOD NO. 167—John W. Madden, W. M.; John Booth, S. W.;
Frank H. Wilson, J. Wx.

AMITE CITY NO. 175—C. S. Stewart, W. M., (Emmet D. Craig, proxy
for W. M.;) J. W. Addison, 8. WT.; Leslie Bankston, J. Wr.

CADDO NO. 179—W. T. D. Dalzell, W. M. ; N. C Blanchard, S. W-,
(S- O. Scruggs, proxy for S. W- ;) A. B. Weaver, J. W.

SPRING CREEK NO. 184—W- H. L. Lewis, W. M,; R. J. Givens, S. W-;
Joseph M. Breland, J. W-

COVINGTON No. 188—Jas. M. Thompson, W. M. ; John Theobald, S.
W.; M. H. Tally, J. W.

ASSUMPTION NO. 203—Pierre Juliat, W- M.; Francis W. Pike, S. W- ;
Abraham Block, J. W.

FRIENDSHIP NO. 215—T. M. Blackwood, W. M. ; L. J. Readheimer, 8.
W.; W. H. Gunn, J. W., (Win. E. Todd, proxy for all.)

GOOD INTENTS NO. 216—Stanislaus F. Spencer, W. M., (Julius Lisso,
proxy for W. M-;) John A. Hunter, S. W.; Thaddeus C- WTamsley,
J. W-, (B. G. Kenney, proxy for S. Wr. and J. W-)

FELLOWSHIP NO. 217—J. F Hathaway, W. M.; J. J. Barnidge, 8- W-;
O- E. Barnidge, J. W., (B. F. Scott, proxy for all.)

LIVOXIA No. 220—Peter Randolph, W. M.; Emile Joffrion, S. W.; C.
L. Andrews, J. W.

ROLL.

On call of roll the following Lodges were found represented,
viz:

5Tos. P. U. 1, 4, 5, 31, 44, 46, 52, 57, 58, 59, 65, 66, 68, 70. 72, 75,
76, 78, 79, 90, 98, 101, 102,109, 115, 117,125, 135,139, 144, 151,152,
153, 160, 163, 165, 9, 167, 168, 171, 172, 173, 174,175, 176, 179,184,
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185, 189, 190, 191, 193, 204, 205, 206, 212, 213, 214, 216, 217, 220,
221, 222, 225. Total, 64 chartered lodges.

The M. W. Grand Master then delivered the following

A D D R E S S .

Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana—I am profoundly
grateful for the high privilege of meeting you again in Grand
Communication.

The circumstances that mark this anniversary of our coming
together are not as propitious as we could desire. A year ago we
left this sacred place filled with high hopes for the improvement
of the general welfare of our people, as well as for the advance-
ment of Masonry. But these hopes have failed of fulfillment.
The material interests of our country have suffered disastrous
reverses—every industry has been seriously hindered—a pesti-
lence has been abroad, and our friends and brethren have fallen
around us like leaves in wintry weather. Perhaps the failure of
our hopes are only commensurate with our failure of duty, and
of our forgetfulness of Him, in whom we profess to put our
trust. Thank God, while he has afflicted he has not destroyed;
and we are again in annual communication, with new hopes, and
new resolutions.

To Him, therefore, who holds the destinies of all men in his
right hand, let us give our heartfelt thanks for His many mercies,
and implore His blessing on our present assembly.

OUR DEAD.

The following named brethren have died during the year.
Wor. Henry W. Coyle, Grand Sword Bearer and P. M. of

Tyrian Lodge No. 206.
Wor. Jno. W. Higman, Mount Gerizim Lodge No. 54.

" Frank W. Delesdernier, Mount Moriah Lodge No. 59.
" Orsen S. Babcock, George Washington Lodge No. 65.
" Henry Cearns, Hiram Lodge No. 70.

2
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Wor. John Kellett, Hiram Lodge No. 70.
" John T. Pettigrew, Orleans Lodge No. 78.
" "W. W. Carter, Saint Helena Lodge No. 98.
" H. W. Strickland, Saint Helena Lodge No. 96.
" Leonard F. Gish, Saints John Lodge No. 153.
" G. W. Dannels, BrookviUe Lodge No. 161.
" Louis Levique, Lake Charles Lodge No. 165.
" B. K. Harrison, Adonijah Lodge No. 219.
" Ansel H. Kendrich, Centennial Lodge No. 225.

It is proper that the Grand Lodge should testify in a befitting
manner, their regret at the loss sustained by the jurisdiction in
the Eternal removal of these lamented and exemplary Masons.

THE EPIDEMIC.

It is my painful duty to record the appearance of another fear-
ful epidemic in our State. Early in the season the yellow fever
appeared in this city, and soon assumed an epidemic form and
spread through the South. Prom its inception it was marked
by a peculiarity of symptoms, a virulence of type and a fearful
mortality that were unknown to any that had preceded it. The
young and the old, the high and the low, were alike the victims
of this fearful pestilence. Science and kind offices were power-
less to resist it, and it continued its ravages until it exhausted
itself, or was checked by the frosts of approaching winter. The
death-rate was fearful, the suffering was indescibable, and the
injury to all interests beyond computation.

It is not my purpose to describe the details of suffering, misery
and want, that followed in the train of this dreadful scourge.
Nay, rather, I would draw a veil over the scenes of horror, and
retain nothing save the memories of the dead, and the noble
charities and heroic deeds of philaiithrophy it called forth.

At first our membership was singularly exempt from attack,
and so confident wore our brethren that they could take care of
our own household, that I persistently declined proffered assist-
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ance from other jurisdictions. But our iiopes in this direction
soon failed. The fever-fiend, in its blind fury sought indiscrimi-
nately whom it might destroy, and our brethren and their families
shared the common fate.

As soon as our necessities were known, liberal donations accom-
panied with words of compassionate sympathy came from our
brethren in other jurisdictions. Material assistance without
stint or measure, was freely and voluntarily furnished us, and in
a few days funds to meet all our wants were at our disposal. So
lavish and continuous were these donations, that I felt it my duty
to send a telegram, through the Associated Press, to all the
G-rand Lodges in the United States to cease their generous
contributions.

To these generous brethren, who so promptly came to our
relief in the hour of affliction, I now tender the grateful
acknowledgments and the heartfelt thanks of the brethren of
this jurisdiction. Their unmeasured generosity and unstinted
beneficence will live forever in our memories, and be cherished
with the truest affections of our hearts. Their timely and mu-
nificent charities have strengthened the bond of fellowship and
cemented anew our hearts to them in a closer communion, and
they will stand forever as monuments to the sacredness of our
fraternal relations, and to show to the world how Masons love
each other.

DONATION.

On the 21st day of August, E. W. Edwin Marks, D. G. M.,
with my consent and concurrence, forwarded two hundred dollars
to the Grand Master of Mississippi, for the relief of the suffering
brethren in that jurisdiction.

A well founded apprehension, which soon developed into a sad
reality, that we would soon require assistance to enable us to
minister to the wants of our own brethren, forbade a larger donation.
But in view of their kind offices and prompt assistance in days
past, and of their great distress, I felt it my duty to contribute
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something for their relief. The widows' mite was an acceptable
offering, and I hope this small contribution will be accepted as -
an earnest of our good intentions and profound sympathy. j

PLAINS LODGE 135.

In February, I was informed that serious dissensions existed
in this Lodge, that required my special attention. I ordered all l

the members to be summoned to attend the regular meeting, on
the 10th day of May, at which time I attended in person. I *
found that the difficulty grew out of the trial of Bro. A. L. East,
in 1876, which resulted in his conviction and sentence, but which
judgment was reversed by the Grand Lodge in 1877. Charges
had again been preferred against the Brother, which, on exam-
ination I found to be substantially a renewal of those finally dis-
posed of by the Grand Lodge, as above stated. This I could not
permit, and I ordered the charges to be withdrawn and the proceed-
ings dismissed. I explained to the brethren the impropriety of
their action in renewing the charges, but they disclaimed any J%m

intention to resist the authority of the Grand Lodge, or to ignore |
its solemn decrees, but seemed to be under the impression that a |
new trial could be had under the rule laid down in the report of
the Committee on Masonic Law and Jurisprudence, reported in 4
printed proceedings of 1878, page 77. I am free to admit that j
that report is not free from ambiquity. In my opinion a new
trial may be granted by the Lodge in which the trial was had, on '

a proper showing by the accused, and when in the opinion of I

the Lodge justice requires it, provided the motion be made j
within a reasonable time after the trial, and before the transcript
of appeal has been sent to the Grand Lodge. But I am clearly
of opinion that an appeal to the Grand Lodge and a final action
action thereon, are a perpetual bar to a new trial.

I regard Plains Lodge 135, as one of the first Lodges in this _j|
jurisdiction and I am glad to say that all dissensions have been
healed, and it is again in a flourishing condition.
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LIVONIA 220 VS. MOBGANZA 159.

A difficulty arose between these two Lodges on a question of
jurisdiction. George Hyman, whose residence is nearer Livonia
220 than Morganza 159, made application to the latter for the
degrees, which was favorably received, and the first two degrees
conferred on him. Complaint having been made to me by Livonia
220, I directed Morganza 159 to desist from further action in the
case, and ordered the fees for the two degrees to be paid to
Livonia 220, and the application for the remaining degree to be
referred to that Lodge for its action.

CONSOLIDATION OF LODGES.

For prudential reasons permission was given to Concorde ~No.
3 and Perfect Union No. 1 to consolidate under the charter of
the latter. A like permission was given to Orus No. 170 to unite
with Perfect Union No. 1, consolidated as above stated.

MISCELLANEOUS.

On 18th February 1 gave my proxy to R. W. J. C. Gordy to
dedicate new hall of Arcadia Lodge 126. And at the same time
gave him authority to visit Providence Lodge 50 and to hold
elections and install officers.

On 6th May I received a letter from E. W. Bro. Texada, declin-
ing the appointment of D. D. G. M. of Twelfth District, and
appointed Bro. B. F. Scott, P. M., Fellowship Lodge 217, to fill
the vacancy.

On 21st May I approved amended by-law of Delhi Lodge 120,
changing the time of stated meetings.

On 23d September I approved amended by-law of Feliciana
31, and returned original to Grand Secretary.

On 1st December I gave permission to R. W. S. M. Brian, D. D.
G. M., Fourth District, to install publicly the officers elect of
Eastern Star No. 151.

On 21st January I authorized the W. Master of Spring Creek
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184 to install the officers elect after the time fixed by the regu-
lations.

On 30th January I authorized the W. M. of Tunica 63 to elect
and; install officers for the ensuing year, the Lodge having failed
in this duty from unavoidable circumstances.

On 10th January I gave my permission to St. James No. 47 to
remove from their hall, on the corner of Maine and Church
streets, in the city of Baton Rouge, to the three-story brick
building on Florida street, between Front and Lafayette streets,
in the same city.

DEDICATIONS.

On 16th day of April R. W. Edwin Marks, D. (1. M., dedi-
cated the new hall of Hermitage Lodge No. 98, in this city.
I regret that my engagements elsewhere prevented my attend-
ance.

On 4th day of May, R. W. J. 0. (lordy, as my proxy, dedicated
the new hall of Arcadia Lodge 126, and made due report
thereof.

On 29th day of May, I publicly dedicated the New Hall of
Livonia Lodge 220, at its new location on False River. I was
assisted in the ceremonies by R. W. Brothers J. C. G-ordy, D.
Leatherman, Howell Carter, W. W. Leake and others. The
Lodges in the vicinity were well represented, and a large con-
course of ladies and gentlemen were in attendance attesting
their appreciation of the efforts of these brethren in the cause of
universal friendship and benevolence.

Blazing Star Lodge 212, has completed its new hall, and the
day was fixed for its dedication, but the yellow fever appeared
in that vicinity and compelled an indefinite postponement of the
ceremonies.

1 was also notified that Morganza 159, had nearly completed a
new hall at New Texas Landing, and that I would soon be called
on to dedicate it; but uncontrollable events prevented the com-
pletion of their arrangements.



OP THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. If)

COMMITTEE ON WORK.

I respectfully refer you to the report of B. W. J. C. Gordy, of
the Committee on Work, for his official acts. You will remem -
ber that at our last Annual Grand Communication, in considera-
tion of our financial troubles, and in order to reduce our current
expenses, E. W. Bro. Gordy volunteered to dispense the work
during the year throughout the jurisdiction free of charge. This
noble act is characteristic of this old veteran in Masonry, and
worthy of the highest commendation. Justice requires me to
say that his failure to visit some of the Lodges was unavoidable,
and no fault of his. In August I received a letter from him
enclosing a programme of his Fall work, embracing several Ma-
sonic Districts in my vicinity. Shortly afterwards the yellow
fever broke out in that region of country—quarantines were
established, and all communication cut off. I wrote to Bro.
Gordy and advised him of the state of things in the region of
country he proposed to visit, and informed him that it was im-
possible for him to meet his engagements. A sense of justice
compels me to make this statement.

FINANCE.

On the financial condition of the Grand Lodge I have but
little to add to the statements of the Grand Treasurer and Grand
Secretary, to which you are respectfully referred.

I had but little difficulty in the beginning of the year in
making the necessary arrangements to meet our liabilities then
due.

The condition of the Grand Lodge property remains un-
changed. ~No remunerative prices being offered, no sales have
been effected.

PEE CAPITA TAX—CIRCULAR LETTEE.

During the spring and summer I received communications
from several Lodges inquiring about the per capita tax you
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levied at your last grand communication—some desiring to know
its objects and purposes, and why it was levied; others com-
plaining bitterly against the exaction, and questioning the power
of the Grand Lodge to make the levy.

I was not disposed to deal harshly with those Lodges, as I was
fully satisfied that the brethren generally were not sufficiently
informed on this subject; and this want of information was due
to the omission from the printed proceedings of last year all that
part of my address relating to the financial condition of the
Grand Lodge, and my reasons for recommending the levy. I do
not complain of this omission, for it was done for prudential
reasons, at the suggestion of the G. L. H. Directors, and with my
consent; but I did not think that these brethren should be held
responsible for the want of information that was designedly
withheld.

In June I convened the G. L. H. Directors, and laid this matter
before them, and it was determined that I should issue a circular
letter to all the Lodges, giving full information on this subject.

On 1st Augiist I issued the circular letter containing a state-
ment in detail, as far as practicable, of the financial condition of
the Grand Lodge—how its indebtedness was incurred, a list of
its property, with its estimated value, and what disposition is
proposed to be made of it ; and how the money to be raised by
the per capita tax was to be applied. In a word, I fully explained
the objects and purposes of the levy, and urged its prompt
payment.

The reports of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary will
show how much of this tax has been collected.

DECISIONS.

I submit the following decisions:
1st. That it is not necessary for a Master elect to have the

Past Master's degree before installation.
2d. That the fees for conferring degrees by a Lodge without
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jurisdiction over the candidate belong to the Lodge whose juris-
diction has been invaded.

3d. That an appeal to the Grand Lodge and final action
thereon precludes a new trial.

4th. That Lodges are not allowed to solicit aid to build lodge
halls, or for any other purpose, from other jurisdictions, without
the approval of the Grand Lodge or the Grand Master; they are,
however, at liberty to do so within o\ir own jurisdiction without
such permission ; but that it should not be resorted to except in
cases of great necessity.

5th. That a Mason's widow or daughter who marries a pro-
fane, deprives herself of all the benefits of Masonry as a right.

6th. That an objection to advancement must be followed by
charges.

7th. That the Grand Lodge is not responsible for the debts of
subordinate Lodges.

8th. That subordinate Lodges can dispose of their property
at will, and the Grand Lodge is without authority to control
them in the enjoyment of their property, or in the disposition
of it.

9th. That a member of a Lodge is entitled to a dimit as a
right, and he cannot be compelled to pay a pro rota, of the
indebtedness of the Lodge before the dimit is granted.

MASONIC PROCESSIONS, ETC.

On the 15th of February Bros. Ernest Morel, W. M., Union
Lodge 172; D. B. Graham, P. M., Mount Moriah 59, and W.
Boyne, S. W. and acting W. Master of Hiram 70, addressed a
communication to me asking my interpretation of the law gov-
erning Masonic burials and other public ceremonies. This com-
munication was the result of a discussion in this Crane! Lodge at
the close of our last grand communication. A diversity of
opinion existed and was freely expressed on this subject, and I
then expressed my dissent from the views entertained by emi-
nent brethren of this Grand Body.

3
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I carefully examined the standard authorities, and the regula-
tions of many Grand Lodges, and I gave those brethren the
following as an epitome of my research, and my own opinion on
the subject of their inquiry, to-wit:

Masonic bodies may appear in regalia and perform burial and
other public Masonic ceremonies, but such ceremonies must be
under their own exclusive control, and entirely conducted by
them. They must preserve the unity and exclusiveness of their
organization throughout. Other secret associations may j oin in
the general procession, but they must maintain their separate and
distinct organization, and cannot be permitted to take any part
in the ceremonies, further than marching in the general procession
as distinct bodies.

Masonic bodies are prohibited from taking part in burial or
other ceremonies with other secret associations, nor are they
allowed to be present, as Masonic bodies, when such ceremonies
are conducted by other secret societies.

GRAND ORATOR.

On 31st December I addressed a communication to B. W. W.
T. D. Dalzell, Grand Chaplain, tendering to him the appointment
of Grand Orator, under the resolution passed at our last Grand
Communication. On 20th January I received his reply, declining
the appointment for satisfactory reasons. I thought it was due
to this eminent Divine, and learned and zealous Mason, to tender
him this appointment, and am sure that the entire Brotherhood
share my regrets that he was unable to accept it.

The It. W. brother stated that he was about to remove from
this jurisdiction, to assume the rectorship of Grace Church, at
Memphis, Tennessee. We are very sorry to part with our dear
friend and brother, and cheerfully commend him to the kind
offices of the brethren at his new home.

After E. W. Bro. Dalzell declined, as above, it was too late to
make another appointment,
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OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS.

Our relations with other Grand Lodges remains unchanged,
and with all the G-rand Lodges on this continent they are still
entirely harmonious and fraternal.

On the 5th of April I received notice that R. W. Bro. Eobt.
Babbington, P. M. Franklinton 101, had been appointed Grand
Representative of the Grand Lodge of Ireland at this Grand
East.

On the 23 of September I received notice of the resignation of
R. W. Bro. 0. F. Heinersdorf, our Grand Representative at the
Grand Lodge of the Three Globes, and nominating his successor.

GKRAND LODGE OF QUEBEC.

In July 1 received notice from the Grand Lodge, of Quebec
that it had dissolved all Masonic intercourse with the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, with the reasons that induced this extra-
ordinary action.

In 1869 the Grand Lodge of Quebec was organized as an inde-
pendent sovereign Grand Lodge of Free Masons, and received
fraternal recognition from nearly all the Grand Lodges in the
Masonic world. At that time there were in the Province of
Quebec five Lodges holding warrants from the Grand Lodge of
England, and two holding warrants from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland.

After the adjustment of the difficulties between the Grand
Lodges of Canada and Quebec, two of the English Lodges and
one of the Scotch Lodges acknowledged their allegiance to the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, but three of the English Lodges, St.
Paul, St. George and St. Lawrence, and the Scotch Lodge Elgin,
continued to work under their old warrants, and refused to
acknowledge the supremacy of the Grand Lodge of Quebec.

In 1877 the Grand Lodge of Scotland recognized the Grand
Lodge of Quebec as an independent sovereign Grand Lodge, and
cemented their fraternal relations by an exchange of repre-
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sentatives. The Grand Lodge of Quebec; then requested the
Grand Lodge of Scotland to withdraw its warrant from Elgin
Lodge with a view of its immediate junction with the Grand
Lodge of Quebec. The Grand Lodge of Scotland refused to
comply with this request, and withdrew its representative. If \
this were all, perhaps this unfortunate controversy would not '
have arisen, but the Grand Lodge of Scotland immediately issued j
warrants for the organization of two more Lodges in the terri-
torial limits of the Grand Lodge of Quebec. I

M. W. Grand Master Tait declares that every effort, consistent
with honor and dignity, has been made by the Grand Lodge of
Quebec to bring about an amicable adjustment of this anomalous
state of affairs, but without result, which declaration seems to be
fully justified by the accompanying correspondence.

No doctrine is more generally recognized on this continent
than the supreme sovereign and exclusive jurisdiction of each
Grand Lodge within its territorial limits. Certainly no Grand
Lodge has a greater interest in maintaining it intact, or has ^ v
suffered more by its invasion than ours.

It would seem to me that the unreserved recognition of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, and an exchange of representatives, was
a virtual, if not an absolute, abandonment of jurisdiction over /
Elgin Lodge, and the withdrawal of the warrant under which it
worked should have immediately followed. Be this as it may, J
am fully convinced that the issuing of warrants to establish two I
new Lodges in the territorial limits of the Grand Lodge of
Quebec, was without the shadow of authority, and an unwar-
ranted invasion of her Grand Lodge sovereignty.

I entertain the highest veneration for the Grand Lodge of \
Scotland, and sincerely hope that this unfortunate difficulty may
be sx>eedily adjusted. But in vindication of ourselves and the
position we assumed years ago, and in view of the sympathy we J
sought and received when our Grand Lodge sovereignty was
invaded, I think we should not hesitate to give an emphatic
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expression of sympathy with the Grand Lodge of Quebec in this
controversy, and an approval of her action.

I refer this matter to you for your action.

CONDITION OF THE CRAFT.

I will not weary you with a naration of the minor details of
my administration, how numerous and how varied they are, none
know but those who have occupied this position.

I have visited some Lodges and been in communication with
many others, and have cheerfully and promptly answered all
letters asking for information and advice.

The small number of decisions I have been called upon to
make, and the very few cases that required my official interposi-
tion, and the ready submission to authority, at all times, indicate
an advance in the research and intellegence of the officers, and a
corresponding improvement in the morals and conduct of the
membership. The brethren have shared the common misfortunes
of our people, and the prosperity of the Lodges has been seriously
retarded by the general financial depression; but they have
maintained their integrity; and peace and harmony prevail.

I cannot afford to be sentimental on the supposed advantages
of adversity, but all must admit that it furnishes many occasions
for the exhibition of true manhood and the crowning virtues of
the human character. In the trying scenes through which we
have passed during the year, our brethren have been true to' heir
trust, and in their unselfish and untiring efforts to relieve the
distressed have beautifully reflected the teachings of Masonry;
the pestilence that walked in darkness and rioted at noon-day
was stript of many terrors and spoiled of many victims; the
widow and the orphan were kindly cared for, and tears were
wiped away from many faces. This practical exemplification of
the great moral design of Masonry is far more gratifying to me
than accessions to our numbers, or the erection of costly temples.

1 indulge the hope that the day is not far distant when
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Masonry in Louisiana will reach that full measure of prosperity
the noble conduct of its votaries so justly merits.

REPORTS.

I respectfully call your attention to the reports of the D. G-.
Master, Grand Secretary and D. D. G. Masters. They contain
much valuable information, and many very important suggestions.

The report of E. W. Edwin Marks, D. G. Master is especially
worthy of your attention. In my absence from this city his
duties were numerous and responsible, and lie has discharged
them with great satisfaction. His zeal and efficiency in his
responsible position, are deserving of the highest commendation.

CONCLUSION.

Now, brethren, my labors are ended, and I now surrender to
you the high and responsible trust you have twice committed to
my keeping. Its cares and labors none but Grand Masters can
know—its honors are all that an honorable ambition could de-
sire. In retiring from this position, I desire to leave with you
assurances of my profoundest gratitude for your generous confi-
dence, and of my full appreciation of the many courtesies ex-
tended to me.

SAML. J. POWELL,
Grand Master.

EEPOET OF DEPUTY GEAND MASTEE.
NEW ORLEANS, February, 1879.

Saml. J. Powell, Esq., Grand Master of Masons of the State of Louisiana:
M. W. Brother—I have the honor to report the following abstract

of ray stewardship during the past year :
February 16. Issued a dispensation permitting an election for and

installation of a Secretary for Montgomery Lodge No. 168, on account
of a vacancy occasioned by the removal of the previous Secretary to
Texas.

March 20. Issued a dispensation to Delhi Lodge No. 120 for an
election and installation of Treasurer.

April 3. Accorded permission to Doric Lodge No. 205, Morgan City,
to lav corner stone of a church.
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April 16. Dedicated Hall of Hermitage Lodge No. 98, corner of
Magazine and St. Andrew streets, of this city.

May 20. Los Amigos del Orden Lodge No. -5, at a regular meeting,
passed a resolution notifying all delinquents to show cause within the
prescribed period of three months, why their respective indebtedness
was not settled, or otherwise be dealt with under provisions of the
laws of the G. L., in such cases, and among those in arrears was num-
bered the W. M. of the Lodge, W. Bro. Jose Planellas. After the expir-
ation of the W. Brother's term and the installation of his successor, the
Lodge took it for granted that he was per force included amongst the
list of delinquents notified, and at the time designated for general
action, they suspended him. Bro. Planellas appealed from the deci-
sion of the Lodge, and after a strict investigation of the facts, I de-
cided that the Lodge had overstepped its province in thus "subordin-
ating the brother under his previous position, and ordered his restora-
tion to his rights and privileges as a member of the Lodge. He was
subsequently suspended while a member, after due notice.

May 20. Granted permission to Monticello Lodge No. 92, to sell " a
certain lot of ground " to the M. E. Church South, on condition that
the Lodge would not be embarrassed by the sale.

July 9. Issued dispensation authorizing Mount Lebanon Lodge No.
104, to elect and install officers to serve during balance of the year,
they having been prevented from electing previously.

July 10. Approved report of Committee on Masonic Law and Juris-
prudence adverse to approval of a by-law of Alpha Home Lodge No.
72, relative to meetings.

August 19. Refused permission to Union Fraternal Lodge No. 53, to
rent their Lodge hall to the I. O. O. F.

October 25. Approved report of the Committee on Masonic Law
and Jurisprudence approving amendment to by-law of Alpha Home
Lodge No. 72, relative to meetings.

December 10. Received information from the Secretary of Lafayette
Lodge No. 50, that on the night of the 25th September the Court House
was burned, and with it the charter, books, jewels, etc., of the Lodge.
Sent them authority to continue, and would recommend a certified
duplicate of the charter destroyed.

The same date received from W. M. of R. F. McGuire Lodge No.
209, an application for authority to baliot on application of a Brother
"short of time," good reasons being urged. Also from, same Lodge
asking for permission to re-ballot on a rejected candidate for the second
degree. Granted the first request, and declared the other not per-
missible.

PERFECT UNION LODGE NO. 1.

On the 29th of May I issued a dispensation permitting the affiliation
en masse of the brethren of Concorde Lodge No. 3 with those of Per-
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feet Union No. 1, under the latter's charter; the charter of the former
to be surrendered and placed in possession of the Grand Secretary, and
all books, jewels, papers, etc., to remain in the temporary custody of
Perfect Union Lodge No. 1.

And on the 29th of December I issued an additional authorization
permitting the affiliation of the membership of Orus Lodge No. 170
under the charter of Perpect Union, under similar provisions.

I have hopes that the amalgamation will result in the perpetuation
of the oldest Lodge in the State, and would earnestly recommend
the approval of my action on the part of the Grand Lodge through
you.

THE EPIDEMIC.

I deem it necessary, owing to the fact of my having had direct super-
vision of the Relief Fund of the late epidemic, to dwell briefly upon the
part performed by the Fraternity in this city, and at the same time to
properly acknowledge our deep and lasting gratitude to the noble-'
hearted donors who furnished the means for the good work.

At a regular meeting of the Board of G. L. Hall Directors, held on the
29th of July, I called the attention of the Board to the fact that yellow
fever existed in the city to a considerable extent, and that indications
were rife that asevere epidemic was threatened, and referred to the neces-
sity that might eventuate of our having to dispose of a portion of the
principal composing the "Overflow Relief Fund," which, by Grand
Lodge resolution, might be used in just such an emergency. By reso-
lution of the Board I was empowered to sell or pledge such portion of
the Grand Lodge bonds, forming that investment, as I might deem
necessary for the exigency. In the course of another month the fever
assumed large proportions, and was deemed epidemic.

On the 19th and 21st of August tenders of aid were made us from
Kentucky, Illinois, New York and other jurisdictions, which I declined,
entertaining the hope that we might be able to compass the situation
within our own resources ; but the increase in the spread of the fever
became daily so rapid that I finally feared we would be unable to extend
proper relief to our Masonic sufferers unless we accepted the voluntary
donations which began to come forward, the first of which, on the 31st
of August, was received from the Grand Lodge of California. After
that date amounts continued to come forward in more or less volume ;
until on the 16th of September, believing that a sufficient amount had
been received by us to minister to all further appeals for relief, T
advised you to issue your telegraphic letter of thanks to all jurisdictions
for their previous kind assistance, and begged them to cease their kind-
ness towards us, feeling confident that our neighboring jurisdictions
needed aid to a larger extent than we did, and was apprehensive that
we might he diverting means from their more extended necessities.
We, however, afterwards accepted balances of funds raised in one or

1


